
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome 
to the Winter 2017 edition of Wealth News 

The newsletter exclusively for AGS Personal clients

WEALTH NEWS

DocuSign and AGS
A safe and secure way to electronically 
sign your paperwork while on the go. 

MyDeductions app makes 
tax time easier  
A great time-saving idea 
for managing your tax records.

The impact of tax deductions 
on investment property
How to make the most of the tax 
deductions and offsets associated 
with investment property.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Once we create your document and mark 
who needs to sign and where, the document 
is securely uploaded to Docusign.

If you are signing remotely, you will be sent 
an email with the link to your document, 
or if we are signing together, we will have 
the document on our device in the secure 
DocuSign app ready for your signature. 
DocuSign will show you the whole document, 
and clearly show where you need to sign.

Once complete, you will get your own 
electronic copy of the completed document, 
and we’ll continue on with our work 
for you – with no scanning, postage 
or emailing necessary!

DocuSign is designed to be easy to use, 
but if you find yourself having any difficulties, 
please contact us here at AGS or visit the 
Help with Signing page on DocuSign’s  
Support Center via https://support.docusign.com/

From May 2017, AGS Financial Group has started using 
the DocuSign electronic signature system for many of our client 

documents. It's safe, secure, and legally binding. Whether you're in 
an office, at home, on-the-go, or even across the globe - DocuSign provides 

a professional trusted solution for Digital Transaction Management™.

This innovative technology brings a number of benefits to clients 
and our business, and DocuSign is the most widely used provider of electronic 

signature technology in the world for good reason. 

Sign documents anywhere from any device: 
A couple of taps on your smartphone or tablet 
and you’re done. Or sign electronically 
on our device when meeting face to face.

No more overnight deliveries, faxing or waiting: 
DocuSign allows instant delivery and return.

More secure than paper: Documents are 
encrypted and a complete audit trail 
is maintained.

Faster processing of your work: by integrating 
with our systems, and by eliminating postage, 
scanning and data entry, documents are 
actioned instantly for faster client outcomes.



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MyDeductions app 
mak� tax time easier 

 

 

The ATO offers an app for smart devices 
to record receipts to make tax time easier 
for individuals and sole traders. A great 
time-saving idea for managing your tax records.

Did you know that the Australian Tax Office has developed 
an app called MyDeductions to make tax time easier? 

Working on your smart device, MyDeductions assists 
individuals by instantly recording their expenses. 
Sole traders can upload business income information. 
The app also stores images of receipts, overcoming 
the problem of lost or faded receipts. 

When tax time arrives, you simply send the data file 
to your accountant or tax agent.

Go to www.ato.gov.au and type “MyDeductions app” 
into the search engine. Watch the video to learn how 
it works, download and life becomes a little bit easier!

www.ato.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�e impact � tax deductions
on inv�tment property

 
Source: Australian Tax Office www.ato.gov.au – Property

                    Property is a popular investment asset that contains 
             a number of significant advantages including income 
        generation, capital growth, resistance to major market  
   downturns and substantial tax deductions. 
Although tax deductions and offsets shouldn’t be the key reason 
to invest in property, if you have purchased a property make 
sure that you use every concession available to you.

Deductible expenses
There are three categories of rental property expenses:
1. Expenses to be claimed in the same income year you incur the expense.
These include body corporate fees, property management costs, insurance, 
rates, gardening and lawn mowing services, pest control, lease document 
expenses, interest on loans used to purchase the property, and land tax. 

2. Expenses to be claimed over a number of income years.
These include:
• the decline in value of depreciating assets such as furniture, 
 curtains and carpets;
• borrowing expenses including loan establishment fees, broker fees, 
 mortgage insurance, stamp duty charged on the mortgage, valuation 
 costs, title search fees and costs for preparing and filing 
 mortgage documents;
• capital works deductions that are generally spread over a period 
 of 25-40 years, eg. room, garage, patio or pergola additions, 
 building alterations, or structural improvements.

3. Expenses unable to be claimed as tax deductions.
These include purchase and disposal costs of the property, expenses 
not actually incurred by you (eg. tenants’ water and electricity charges), 
or expenses not related to the rental of a property, such as those relating 
to your personal use of a holiday home that you rent out for part of the year.

Important to remember
• Your capital works deductions 
are not available until the 
construction is complete.
• If you can claim capital works 
deductions, the construction 
expenditure on which those 
deductions are based cannot 
be used for any other type 
of deductions.
• Working out an accurate level 
of depreciable items can be 
complicated so it might be a good 
idea to employ the services 
of a Quantity Survey.
• Deductible expenses need 
to be applied proportionately 
if your property is available for 
rent for only part of the year, 
if only part of your property 
earns rent, or if you rent out your 
property at below-market rates. 

As with anything to do with tax, 
claiming the correct deductions 
on your investment property 
can be complex. Talk to your 
AGS Financial Group  adviser 
to guide you through the maze 
and ensure you make the best 
of your investment.

Tips and suggestions on how to make the most of the tax deductions 
and offsets associated with investment property. 

www.agsfinancialgroup.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Inv�tment Update 
July 2017

(With thanks to AMP Capital Investors and MLC Investments Limited)

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Economic indicators – 31 December 2016  

 1 Year %, excluding dividends

Australia: ASX 200 7.0

Japan: TOPIX 1.8

China: CSI 300 11.3

UK: FTSE 100 14.4

US: S&P 500 9.5

Australia: Current at 31 December 2016

AUD / USD 0.72

Official interest rates % 1.50

Aus 10-year bond yield % 2.77

Economic indicators – 30 June 2017 

 1 Year %, excluding dividends

Australia: ASX 200 9.3

Japan: TOPIX 29.4

China: CSI 300 16.3

UK: FTSE 100 12.4

US: S&P 500 15.5

Australia: Current at 30 June 2017

AUD / USD 0.7689

Official interest rates % 1.50

Aus 10-year bond yield % 2.6

 
  The year so far

30 June has seen the close of a decent financial 
year for most investors, with typical balanced 
super funds earning high single digit returns, 
led by International shares. Through 2017 the 

global economy has gathered momentum after 
the US Presidential election late last year, 

with markets reacting favourably to Trump’s 
promises of tax cuts, infrastructure spending 

and reduced regulation (despite the lack 
of policy detail). US earnings growth has also 

been strong, providing substance to the market 
movement. Globally, unemployment continues 

its downward trend especially in the Euro zone. 
Data suggests GDP will expand somewhat 

faster than predicted in China, Japan 
and Europe. Global equities remain attractive 

due to the low inflation/low interest rate 
environment and the broadening global 

economic recovery. However, the political 
environment remains a major risk.

 
Meanwhile in Australia

The Australian economy has underperformed, and our 
market has shown significant volatility compared to global 
counterparts. Consumer spending and confidence 
is constrained by record low wages growth and high levels 
of underemployment. Financial stocks have been significantly 
impacted by the new bank levy announced by the Federal 
Government in the budget. Headline unemployment however 
has been decreasing, and population growth (a contributor 
to economic growth) has been healthy. While there is talk 
of eventual increases to interest rates in Australia to take the 
heat out of the property market, it is quite possible we may 
see an extended pause (or even a cut) to rates. We expect the 
volatility to continue, and Australia to lag for some time. 
On a positive note, earnings and dividends are still healthy, 
and the alternatives of cash and bonds are quite unappealing.

Outlook and Final thoughts

On the whole, we maintain a positive outlook: 
economic conditions favour growth assets, particularly 

shares, within a diversified framework. 

As ever, there are risks to this outlook – most notably 
geopolitical risks in Europe, the Middle East and 

North Korea; as well as the risk of an overreaction 
to eventual interest rate rises in the US.

For more information:

AGS Financial Group Pty Ltd
ABN: 70 093 990 946
Phone 1300 665 182

www.agsfinancialgroup.com.au

Office locations:
Sydney: Crows Nest, Caringbah, Baulkham Hills

Melbourne: South Melbourne
Brisbane: West End

www.agsfinancialgroup.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AGS Financial Group Pty Ltd is an Authorised Representative of AMP Financial Planning Pty Ltd ABN 89 051 208 327, AFS License 232706.
Accounting, taxation, and business advisory services are provided by AGS Accounting ABN 12 166 728 696.   

Disclaimer
AGS Financial Group Pty Ltd, ABN 70 093 990 946, trading as AGS Financial Group, are authorised representatives
of AMP Financial Planning Pty Limited ABN 89 051 208 327 (Australian Financial Services Licence No. 232706).
Any advice in this newsletter is general in nature and does not take into account your personal objectives,
financial situation or needs.
Accordingly, you should consider the product disclosure statement for any product and your own objectives,
financial situation and needs before acting on this information and before acquiring a financial product.
You can obtain a copy by contacting us on 02 9966 8188.

AGS Financial Group 

• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Mortgage Advice
• Retirement Planning
• Wealth Management
• Self Managed Superannuation
• Wealth Protection
• Estate Planning
• Business Consulting
• Corporate Superannuation

Baulkham Hills
Level 1, 4 Columbia Court
Baulkham Hills NSW 2153
Tel: 02 9899 7566
Fax: 02 9899 7522

E: info@agsfinancialgroup.com.au
W: www.agsfinancialgroup.com.au

Crows Nest
12-14 Falcon Street
Crows Nest NSW 2065 
Tel: 02 9966 8188
Fax: 02 9966 8199
Outside Sydney: 1300 665 182 

Melbourne
Level 1, 
103 / 153-161 Park Street
South Melbourne VIC 3205
Tel: 03 8548 6454

Caringbah
Level 1, 34 Banksia Road
Caringbah NSW 2229 
Tel: 02 9525 0766
Fax: 02 9525 9349

Brisbane
Suite 2, 28 Donkin Street 
West End QLD 4101 
Tel: 07 3085 6627 




